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Antarctica 

What do you know? 

Can you match the numbers to the statements? 

Antarctica is the ………………………th largest continent. 

About ……………………… tourists visit Antarctica every year compared to around 40 million in the UK. 

The ice is ……………………… km deep in some places. 

The lowest temperature ever recorded was ………………………  C 

About 10,000 people work in Antarctica during the summer but only ……………………… in winter. 

There are ……………………… native people in Antarctica. 

There are about ……………………… penguins in Antarctica. 

Antarctica holds ……………………… % of the world’s fresh water in the form of ice. 

1,000 0 5 5 million 

70 40,000 -89 4.8 

 

Antarctica in winter. 

Draw the shape of the winter ice around your map of Antarctica.  

This ice is sea ice. It is formed when the sea freezes. 

The winter months in Antarctica are June, July and 

August.  

 

  



 

Add this information to the map 

Antarctica 

The South Pole 
South America 

Africa 
Australia 

 

Answer these questions 

Which continent is nearest to 

Antarctica? 

 

 
 
How many research stations can you 

see? 

 
 
Why do you think some of Antarctica 

is shaded pale blue? 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Map of Antarctica 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Map_of_Antarctic_research_bases_with_continents.png 

 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Map_of_Antarctic_research_bases_with_continents.png


 
Who owns Antarctica and what do people do there? 

Read your text and then answer these questions as a group. 

1. When was the Antarctic Treaty signed and how many countries signed it? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

2. How many countries have now signed the Treaty? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

3. Why was there a need for an Antarctic Treaty? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

4. What were the main beliefs behind the Antarctic Treaty? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

5. What does the Treaty say about military use of Antarctica? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

6. How are scientists from different countries expected to work together? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

7. Does any country own Antarctica? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 



 

 

What lives in Antarctica? 

Does it live in Antarctica? Circle Yes or No. 

 
Polar bear 

 
Weddell Seal 

 
Emperor penguin 

Yes No Yes No Yes No 

 
Walrus 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Humboldt penguin Blue whale 

Yes No Yes No Yes No 

Birch tree  
Moss 

 
Krill 

Yes No Yes No Yes No 
 



 

How is wildlife adapted to live in Antarctica? 
Make notes on each animal 
Weddell seal 

 

 

 Blue Whale 
 

 

Emperor Penguin

 

 

Krill

 

 



 
Climate Change in Antarctica 

Match the sentence halves 

1 The Antarctic Peninsula  c  a beginning to break up. 

2 The average temperature rose  b which effects wildlife and particularly phytoplankton. 

3 Some of the ice shelves are  c is the area that is warming the fastest. 

4 This creates massive  d more difficult to live in Antarctica. 

5 The sea is becoming more acidic  e by 3.2C in the last 70 years. 

6 Many animals are finding it  f icebergs 

 

This is an Antarctic Food Web – it shows how energy transfers from one organism to another 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Phytoplankton 

Krill 

Blue Whale Emperor 
Penguin 

Weddell Seal 

Leopard Seal 

Icefish 



 
Use these sentence starters to write about the effects of climate change 

1. Acidic seas mean there is less phytoplankton. Krill eat phytoplankton so their numbers 

will …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..………..  

2. If the krill swarms decrease …………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

3. Emperor Penguin chicks grow up on sea ice. If it melts before their feathers are 

waterproof ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

4. If the ice sheets melt, the sea level will ……………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

5. The ice is made of fresh water. If it melts …………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

6. We can support Antarctica by ……………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 


